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THE PRELUDE:  Meditation on  "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" - arr. Hal Hopson 
 

T H E  H O LY  E U C H A R I S T  
 

THE BELL  (congregation standing) 
 
HYMN: "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" 



THE ACCLAMATION 
Priest:   Surely the Lord is coming soon. 
People: Amen. Come Lord Jesus! 
Priest:   Let us pray. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and 
the Prophets.                                                            Matthew 22:37-40 
 
THE KYRIE  

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Priest: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with your spirit. 
Priest: Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor 
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious maj-
esty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immor�tal; through 
him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 



THE LESSONS  (congregation seated) 
 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
In days to come 
   the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
   and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
   Many peoples shall come and say, 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
   to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
   and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, 
   and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
   and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
   neither shall they learn war any more. 
 
O house of Jacob, 
   come, let us walk 
   in the light of the Lord! 
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 122 
1 I was glad when they said unto me, * 
     “We will go into the house of the LORD.”  
2 Now our feet are standing * 
     within your gates, O Jerusalem.  



3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 
     that is at unity in itself.  
4 For there the tribes go up, even the tribes of the LORD, * 
     as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks unto the Name of the LORD. 
5 For there is the throne of judgment, * 
     even the throne of the house of David.  
6 O pray for the peace of Jerusalem; * 
     they shall prosper that love you.  
7 Peace be within your walls * 
     and plenteousness within your palaces.  
8 For my brethren and companions’ sakes, * 
     I will wish you prosperity.  
9 Indeed, because of the house of the LORD our God, * 
     I will seek to do you good. 
 
All:  Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the  
 beginning is now and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Romans 13:8-14 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not mur-
der; You shall not steal; You shall not covet’; and any other commandment, are summed 
up in this word, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbour; 
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far 
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour 
of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in de-
bauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gospel  (congregation standing) 
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 



Matthew 24:29-44 
‘Immediately after the suffering of those days 
the sun will be darkened, 
   and the moon will not give its light; 
the stars will fall from heaven, 
   and the powers of heaven will be shaken. 
Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven” with power 
and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gath-
er his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
 
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see all these things, you know 
that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 
these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
 
‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For 
as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came 
and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in 
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; 
one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have 
let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is com-
ing at an unexpected hour. 
 
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
THE SERMON 
 
 



THE NICENE CREED  (congregation standing) 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, visible and invisible. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  (congregation standing or kneeling) 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 



Almighty and everliving God, we are taught by your holy Word to offer prayers and supplica-
tions and to give thanks for all people. We humbly ask you mercifully to receive our prayers. 
Inspire continually the universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and 
grant that all who confess your holy Name may agree in the truth of your holy Word, and 
live in unity and godly love. 
 
Reader: Lord, in your mercy: 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray that you will lead the nations of the world in the way of righteousness; and so 
guide and direct their leaders, especially Donald, our President, Andy, our Governor, and 
Linda, our Mayor, that your people may enjoy the blessings of freedom and peace. Grant 
that our leaders may impartially administer justice, uphold integrity and truth, restrain wick-
edness and vice, and protect true religion and virtue. 
 
Reader: Lord, in your mercy: 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Give grace, heavenly Father, to all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, and especially to your serv-
ants Bishops Ray Sutton and Julian Dodds, Steve, our Archbishop, Mark and Allen, our Bish-
ops, and all our clergy, that by their life and teaching, they may proclaim your true and life-
giving Word, and rightly and duly administer your holy Sacraments And to all your people 
give your heavenly grace, especially to this Congregation, that with reverent and obedient 
hearts we may hear and receive your holy Word, and serve you in holiness and righteous-
ness all the days of our lives. 
  
Father, we ask that you continue to bless our search process for a new rector. Raise up for 
us, we pray, a priest and pastor who will boldly proclaim your Gospel, faithfully administer 
your sacraments, and serve your people with love and compassion, that we may be a home 
for spiritual orphans and seekers.  
 
 Reader: Lord, in your mercy: 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Prosper, we pray, all those who proclaim the Gospel of your kingdom throughout the world, 
and strengthen us to fulfill your great commission, making disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them and teaching them to obey all that you have commanded. 
 



Reader: Lord, in your mercy: 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
We ask you in your goodness, O Lord, to comfort and sustain all who in this transitory life 
are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
 
Reader: Lord, in your mercy: 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
We remember before you all your servants who have departed this life in your faith and 
fear, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we ask you to give us grace to follow the 
good examples of all your saints, that we may share with them in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Reader: Lord, in your mercy: 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Priest: Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only Media-
tor and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 
 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SIN 
Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins 
to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, par-
don and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring 



you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Priest: Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15 

THE PEACE  (congregation standing) 
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And with your spirit. 
 
 
THE DOXOLOGY (congregation standing) 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!  Amen. 

 
THE OFFERTORY 
Celebrant: Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the  
 victory, and the majesty: for everything in heaven and on earth is yours; yours is 

the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as Head above all.  
 
 All things come from you, O Lord, 
People: And of your own have we given you. 
 
 
THE SURSUM CORDA (congregation standing) 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with your spirit. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 



It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Al-
mighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in 
him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great glory to judge the 
world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the  
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
THE SANCTUS 

 

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  (congregation kneeling) 
All praise and glory is yours, O God our heavenly Father, for in your tender mercy, you gave 
your only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption. He made there, 
by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 
and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and he instituted, and in his Holy Gospel 
commanded us to continue, a perpetual memory of his precious death and sacrifice, until his 
coming again. 
 
So now, O merciful Father, in your great goodness, we ask you to bless and sanctify, with your 
Word and Holy Spirit, these gifts of bread and wine, that we, receiving them according to your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may 
be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.  
 
For on the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had giv-
en thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body, which is 
given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 



Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is 
shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in 
remembrance of me.”  
 
Therefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of your dearly beloved 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we your humble servants celebrate and make here before 
your divine Majesty, with these holy gifts, the memorial your Son commanded us to make; 
remembering his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension, and his promise to come again. 
 
And we earnestly desire your fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this, our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving; asking you to grant that, by the merits and death of your Son Je-
sus Christ, and through faith in his Blood, we and your whole Church may obtain for-
giveness of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 
 
And here we offer and present to you, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a rea-
sonable, holy, and living sacrifice. We humbly pray that all who partake of this Holy Com-
munion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, 
be filled with your grace and heavenly benediction, and be made one body with him, that 
he may dwell in us, and we in him. 
 
And although we are unworthy, because of our many sins, to offer you any sacrifice, yet 
we ask you to accept this duty and service we owe, not weighing our merits, but pardon-
ing our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 



And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE FRACTION:  
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People:      Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
THE PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord,  

trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your abundant and great mercies.  

We are not worthy so much as to gather up 
the crumbs under your table; 
but you are the same Lord 
whose character is always to have mercy. 

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,  
and to drink his blood, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, 
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen. 

 
THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
THE PRAYER OF CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us, in these holy mysteries, 

with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us, through this Sacrament, of your favor and goodness towards us: 



that we are true members of the mystical body of your Son,  
the blessed company of all faithful people; 
and are also heirs, through hope,  
of your everlasting kingdom. 

And we humbly ask you, heavenly Father,  
to assist us with your grace, 
that we may continue in that holy fellowship, 
and do all the good works that you have prepared for us to walk in; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE BLESSING 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with 
you always.  Amen. 

 
 

THE RECESSIONAL  (congregation standing) 
 



HYMN:  "Lift Up Your Heads"  

THE DISMISSAL 
Deacon: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   
 
 
THE POSTLUDE: Reflection on "O Come, Emmanuel" (abridged) - Richard Purvis 



 
 
 








