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Prayer as we prepare to welcome a refugee family … 

 

Lord Jesus, you have revealed the Father’s love for us and sent the 

Holy Spirit to be our helper. Renew in us the selfless and sacrificial 

heart you modeled on the cross. Empower us to expand the family 

of God by opening our lives in the welcoming embrace of the lost, 

the longing, the hurt, the poor, the foreigner, the widow, the 

orphan, and the stranger. Enable us to see every person as you do: 

treasured, worthy of love, and infinitely valuable. Enliven in us the 

true markers of those called by your name: people of love, 

forgiveness, generosity, hospitality, and unity. We will follow you 

wherever you lead us, Almighty God. Amen. 

 

- Trevor Durbin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
T H E  H O L Y  E U C H A R I S T  

 
 

THE BELL 
 
 
OPENING SONGS  
 
 

Be Thou My Vision 
 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light 

 
Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord 
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son 
Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one 

 
Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always 

Thou and Thou only first in my heart 
Ruler of heaven, my treasure Thou art 

 
High King of heaven, my victory won 

May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all 
 
 

Great Are You Lord 
 

(Verse) 
You give life, You are love 

You bring light to the darkness 



You give hope, You restore 
Every heart that is broken 

Great are You, Lord 
 

(Chorus) 
It’s Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise 

We pour out our praise 
It’s Your breath in our lungs 

So we pour out our praise to You only 
 

(Bridge) 
All the earth will shout Your praise 

Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing 
Great are You, Lord 

 
 
Minister:  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People: His mercy endures forever. 
 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true 
bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, 
and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
 
THE LESSONS  (congregation seated) 
 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 

 
16 The LORD said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.’ 2Samuel said, ‘How 



can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the LORD said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and 
say, “I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show 
you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to 
you.’ 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the 
city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ 5He said, 
‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to 
the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the LORD’s anointed is now 
before the LORD.’ 7But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; 
they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.’ 8Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one.’ 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one.’ 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
‘The LORD has not chosen any of these.’ 11Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ 
And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel 
said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.’ 12He sent 
and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. 
The LORD said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily 
upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 23 

 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; *  
 therefore I can lack nothing.  
 
2 He shall feed me in green pastures *  
 and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.  
 
3 He shall refresh my soul *  
 and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake.  



 
 

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, *  
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff comfort me.  
 
5 You shall prepare a table before me, in the presence of those who trouble me; *  
 you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.  
 
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *  
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 
All:  Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 

beginning is now and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 
Ephesians 5:1-14 
 

5 1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved 
us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  3 But fornication 
and impurity of any kind, or greed, must not even be mentioned among you, as is proper 
among saints. 4Entirely out of place is obscene, silly, and vulgar talk; but instead, let there 
be thanksgiving. 5Be sure of this, that no fornicator or impure person, or one who is 
greedy (that is, an idolater), has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  
6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God 
comes on those who are disobedient. 7Therefore do not be associated with them. 8For 
once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— 9for 
the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is 
pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead 
expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore it says, ‘Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’ 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



The Gospel  (congregation standing) 
 
 

What love could remember no wrongs we have done 
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum 

Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

 
Praise the Lord, His mercy is more 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

 
 
Deacon:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People:    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
John 9:1-13, 28-41 
 
9As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 3Jesus answered, ‘Neither 
this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed 
in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming 
when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ 6When 
he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva  
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ 
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The 
neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the 
man who used to sit and beg?’ 9Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but 
it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10But they kept asking him, ‘Then 
how were your eyes opened?’ 11He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it 
on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and 
received my sight.’ 12They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 28Then they 
reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that 
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 
from.’ 30The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, 



but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world 
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this 
man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ 34They answered him, ‘You were born 
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out.  35 Jesus heard 
that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?’ 36He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in 
him.’ 37Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 38He 
said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for 
judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become 
blind.’ 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not 
blind, are we?’ 41Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now 
that you say, “We see”, your sin remains. 
 
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 

What riches of kindness He lavished on us 
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost 

We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

 
Praise the Lord, His mercy is more 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

 
 
THE SERMON Mr. Nathan Wells 
 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (congregation stand) 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 



 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  (congregation standing or kneeling) 
 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world, saying, “hear our prayer.” 
 
For the peace of the whole world, and for the well-being and unity of the people of God. 
 
Reader: Lord, in your mercy: 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
For Foley, our Archbishop, and Mark, our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people of our 
Diocese and Congregation. 
 
Reader: Lord, in your mercy: 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
For all those who proclaim the Gospel at home and abroad; and for all who teach and 
disciple others. 
 
Reader: Lord, in your mercy: 
People: Hear our prayer. 



 
For our brothers and sisters in Christ who are persecuted for their faith.   
 

Sovereign Lord, we pray for Christian lawyers entrusted with defending Your people who 
face unjust accusations because of their faith in You, as well as lawyers of other religions 
who are willing to represent persecuted Christians.  We ask for wisdom, discernment and 
clarity of judgement for advocates in Pakistan to defend robustly those accused falsely of 
“blasphemy.”  We pray for insight for lawyers representing Christians in Iran arrested for 
belonging to “house churches”.  Please grant them and others worldwide skill in 
defending the weak, poor and oppressed.  May the supreme Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
bring to mind truths that will lead to successful outcomes for all who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in whose Name we pray. 
 
Reader: Lord, in your mercy: 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
For our nation, for those in authority, and for all in public service especially Joe, our 
president, Andy, our governor, and Linda, our mayor. 
 
Reader: Lord, in your mercy: 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
For all those who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.  
 
Reader: Lord, in your mercy: 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
For all those who have departed this life in the certain hope of the resurrection, in 
thanksgiving let us pray. 
 
Reader: Lord, in your mercy: 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator 
and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 
 



 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SIN 
 

Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you  
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of 
sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon 
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

THE PEACE  (congregation standing) 
 
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And with your spirit. 
 
 

THE OFFERTORY  
 
 
The Doxology (congregation standing) 
  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!  Amen. 



THE SURSUM CORDA 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with your spirit. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal 
feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and 
Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those 
who love you. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
 
THE SANCTUS 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we 
had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he stretched 
out his arms upon the Cross and offered himself once for all, that by his suffering and 
death we might be saved. By his resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell  
and Satan under his feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in 
glory, that we might come with confidence before the throne of grace. 



On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body, 
which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is 
shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy Sacrament, 
and be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us and we in him. In the fullness of 
time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us with all your saints into 
the joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
THE FRACTION 
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world  
Have mercy on us, Lamb of God 
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world  
Have mercy on us, Lamb of God 
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world  
Have mercy on us, grant us peace   
 
 
THE MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
 
THE PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. I love you above all 
things, and I desire to possess you within my soul. And since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, 
together with all your faithful people gathered around every altar of your Church, and I 
embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Never permit me to be separated from you. 
 Amen. 
 
 



 
THE PRAYER OF CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
 

Heavenly Father, 
We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
 of the most precious Body and Blood 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
 that we are living members of the body of your Son,  
 and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
 to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
 be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
THE BLESSING 
  
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 
always.  Amen. 
 
 
THE RECESSIONAL  (congregation standing) 
 
 

 
CLOSING SONG (see next page) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Reckless Love 

 

(Verse 1) 
Before I spoke a word, You were singing over me 

You have been so, so good to me 
Before I took a breath, You breathed Your life in me 

You have been so, so kind to me 
 

(Chorus) 
Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God 

Oh, it chases me down, fights ‘til I’m found, leaves the ninety-nine 
I couldn’t earn it, I don’t deserve it, still You give Yourself away 

Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God 
 

(Verse 2) 
When I was Your foe, still Your love fought for me 

You have been so, so good to me 
When I felt no worth, You paid it all for me 

You have been so, so kind to me 
 

(Bridge) 
There’s no shadow You won’t light up 

Mountain You won’t climb up 
Coming after me 

There’s no wall You won’t kick down 
Lie You won’t tear down 

Coming after me 
 
 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
Minister:   Let us go forth in the name of Christ.   
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 


